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Dealing With Deities: The Ritual Vow in South Asia
Explores the practice of taking ritual vows in South Asia, a lay tradition prevalent in the region’s religions.

Drawing on original field research, Dealing with Deities explores the practice of taking ritual vows in the
lives of ordinary religious practitioners in South Asia. The cornerstone of lay religious activity, vow rituals
are adopted by Muslims, Hindus, Christians, Buddhists, Jains, and Sikhs who wish to commit themselves to
ritually enacted relationships with sacred figures in order to gain earthly boons and spiritual merit. The
contributors to this volume offer a fascinating look at the varieties and complexities of vows and also focus
on a unique characteristic of this vow-taking culture, that of resorting to deities and shrines of other religions
in defiance of institutional directives and religious boundaries. Richly illustrated, the book explores the
creativity of South Asian devotees and their deeply felt convictions that what they require, they can achieve
faithfully—and independently—by dealing directly with deities.

“The volume offers an excellent variety of traditions, topics, and methods in the consideration of religious
vows. It is particularly notable that some essays include considerations of vows undertaken by devotees of
one religion to a person or deity associated with another. This feature reflects the complexities of the ritual
lives of many South Asians too often overlooked in other treatments.” — Peter Gottschalk, author of Beyond
Hindu and Muslim: Multiple Identity in Narratives from Village India

“A splendid volume that will be read by scholars and assigned in classes on South Asian religions.” —
Rachel Fell McDermott, coeditor of Encountering Kaµliµ: In the Margins, at the Center, in the West

Contributors include Martin Baumann, Louis E. Fenech, Sunil Goonasekera, William P. Harman, Shankarrao
Kharat, M. Whitney Kelting, Ramdas Lamb, Jack E. Llewellyn, Vasudha Narayanan, Karen Pechilis, Tracy
Pintchman, Selva J. Raj, Pashaura Singh, and Sufia Uddin.
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From reader reviews:

Hannelore Evans:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Dealing With Deities: The
Ritual Vow in South Asia will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It
is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book
with you?

Jeffrey Lockwood:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one with theme for
entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Dealing With Deities: The Ritual Vow in South Asia is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Vicki Allen:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
if those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Dealing With Deities: The Ritual Vow in South Asia as
your daily resource information.

Bobby Miller:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Dealing With Deities: The Ritual Vow in South Asia or
perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other
book likes Dealing With Deities: The Ritual Vow in South Asia to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like here.
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