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India's epic poem, the Ramayana, is a dramatic, ever-evolving tale of a prince and his bride, their adventures
and dilemmas, and demons. Joanna Williams studies the art of the Ramayana in Orissa, a region known for
its elegantly carved temples. There she researched both literary and visual art works, interviewed artists, and
observed them at work.

With depth and originality, Williams considers how Indian art tells a story in distinctive ways. Her
narratological study takes into account many familiar genres of visual art: illustrated manuscripts, drawings
on palm leaf paper, wall paintings, shadow plays, temple sculpture, and painted cloth pata. Included are
discussions of pan-Indian versions of the epic, which include film, video, and the comic strip; and those local
to Orissa, including rural theater and festivals.

Noting that we often treat images designed to be seen in sequence as separate pictures, Williams argues that
considering several Ramayana images in sequence reveals their qualities of variety, surprise, and emotional
development, promoting an understanding of how the story is told. She discusses the artists' narrative
strategies and offers interpretations of how and why artists made their choices.

Williams persuasively argues against critics who believe that Indian art, indeed any traditional art, is
conventional and lacks individual technique or vision. Her analysis across a variety of genres offers a new
model for art historians; at the same time anthropologists, folklorists, and scholars of literature and
narratology will find her work of great value.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Larios:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important normally. The book The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations of the Ramayana in Orissa
(California Studies in the History of Art) was making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations of
the Ramayana in Orissa (California Studies in the History of Art) is not only giving you far more new
information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations of the
Ramayana in Orissa (California Studies in the History of Art). You never experience lose out for everything
in case you read some books.

Sam Richey:

The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations of the Ramayana in Orissa (California Studies in the History of Art) can
be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve
has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations of the Ramayana in Orissa (California Studies in
the History of Art) although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Keith Barnett:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this book. This The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations
of the Ramayana in Orissa (California Studies in the History of Art) is simple bringing you can read it in the
park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you
can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Norbert Walling:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Two-Headed Deer: Illustrations of the Ramayana in Orissa (California Studies in the



History of Art) can make you sense more interested to read.
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