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William Billings (1746-1800) was the most important native-born composer of the American colonial and
Federal eras. He wrote hundreds of choral compositions, which were set to sacred or devotional texts for use
by church choirs, singing schools, and musical societies. Extremely popular in his own time, Billings's music
was denigrated during the nineteenth century when European styles governed American musical tastes. In
the twentieth century his genius was recognized, and his music is widely sung and studied. Originally
published in six tunebooks, the 338 extant pieces were issued in a scholarly edition by the American
Musicological Society and The Colonial Society of Massachusetts as The Complete Works of William
Billings (4 vols., 1977-1990). The present catalog complements the Complete Works by serving as a guide to
its contents and providing a wealth of additional data.

Included for each composition are exact title; text source; first line; technical information on length, meter,
key, and melody; manuscript sources and contemporaneous reprints; bibliography and modern recordings.
An extensive list of works cited is followed by five indexes providing access to the material in the catalog by
first line of text, Billings's anthem titles, text sources, musical form (tune types), and musical incipits. The
catalog provides for Billings's music information similar to that found in Schmeider's listings for Bach and
Koechel's listings for Mozart.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Deleon:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Catalog of the Musical Works of William
Billings (Music Reference Collection), you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it,
oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Joseph Jackson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Catalog of the Musical
Works of William Billings (Music Reference Collection) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's see.

Tanya Nolan:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Catalog of the Musical Works of William Billings
(Music Reference Collection) can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these publications have than the others?

Manuel Porter:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is called of book Catalog of the Musical Works of William Billings (Music Reference Collection). Contain
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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