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Over the course of the last 1400 years, Islam has grown from a small band of followers on the Arabian
peninsula into a global religion of over a billion believers. How did this happen? The usual answer is that
Islam spread by the sword-believers waged jihad against rival tribes and kingdoms and forced them to
convert. Lamin Sanneh argues that this is far from the whole story. Beyond Jihad examines the origin and
evolution of the African pacifist tradition in Islam, beginning with an inquiry into the faith's origins and
expansion in North Africa and its transmission across trans-Saharan trade routes to West Africa. The book
focuses on the ways in which, without jihad, the religion spread and took hold, and what that tells us about
the nature of religious and social change.

At the heart of this process were clerics who used religious and legal scholarship to promote Islam. Once this
clerical class emerged, it offered continuity and stability in the midst of political changes and cultural shifts,
helping to inhibit the spread of radicalism, and subduing the urge to wage jihad. With its policy of religious
and inter-ethnic accommodation, this pacifist tradition took Islam beyond traditional trade routes and
kingdoms into remote districts of the Mali Empire, instilling a patient, Sufi-inspired, and jihad-negating
impulse into religious life and practice. Islam was successful in Africa, Sanneh argues, not because of
military might but because it was made African by Africans who adapted it to a variety of contexts.
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From reader reviews:

Anh Huckaby:

This Beyond Jihad: The Pacifist Tradition in West African Islam book is just not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
This kind of Beyond Jihad: The Pacifist Tradition in West African Islam without we know teach the one who
reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Beyond Jihad: The Pacifist
Tradition in West African Islam can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Beyond
Jihad: The Pacifist Tradition in West African Islam having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Ruby Pritchett:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
Beyond Jihad: The Pacifist Tradition in West African Islam.

Matilda Greiner:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book.
It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a e-book. The book Beyond Jihad: The Pacifist Tradition in West African Islam it is rather good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to
read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Joseph Dolezal:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Beyond Jihad: The Pacifist
Tradition in West African Islam is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits



that you will get when you buy this book.

Download and Read Online Beyond Jihad: The Pacifist Tradition in
West African Islam Lamin Sanneh #FGTB6KSLIAJ



Read Beyond Jihad: The Pacifist Tradition in West African Islam
by Lamin Sanneh for online ebook

Beyond Jihad: The Pacifist Tradition in West African Islam by Lamin Sanneh Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio
books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book
reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to
read, top books to read Beyond Jihad: The Pacifist Tradition in West African Islam by Lamin Sanneh books
to read online.

Online Beyond Jihad: The Pacifist Tradition in West African Islam by Lamin Sanneh
ebook PDF download

Beyond Jihad: The Pacifist Tradition in West African Islam by Lamin Sanneh Doc

Beyond Jihad: The Pacifist Tradition in West African Islam by Lamin Sanneh Mobipocket

Beyond Jihad: The Pacifist Tradition in West African Islam by Lamin Sanneh EPub


