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She likes tea, sews, draws on papers and is a self-taught master of tying and untying knots. But she is not a
crafty woman of the DIY set: she is Wattana, an orangutan who lives in the Jardin des Plantes Zoo in Paris.
And it is in Paris where Chris Herzfeld first encounters and becomes impressed by Wattana and her
exceptional abilities with knots. In Wattana: An Orangutan in Paris Herzfeld tells not only Wattana’s
fascinating story, but also the story of orangutans and other primates—including bonobos, chimpanzees, and
gorillas—in captivity.

Offering a uniquely intimate look at the daily lives of captive great apes, Herzfeld uses Wattana’s life to
trace the history of orangutans from their first arrival in Europe in 1776 to the inhabitants of the Zoo of Paris
and other zoos today. She provides a close look at the habits, technical know-how, and skills of Wattana,
who, remarkably, uses strings, paper rolls, rope, and even pieces of wood to make things.  And she
thoughtfully explores how apes individually—and often with ingenuity—come to terms with and adapt to
their captive environments and caretakers. Through these stories, Wattana sympathetically reveals the
extraordinary psychology and distinctive personalities of great apes as well as the interconnections between
animal and human lives, especially in zoos.

Scientists predict that orangutans will disappear from the wild by 2030, and captive animals like Wattana
may, as a result, provide our best chance to understand and appreciate their astonishing intelligence and
abilities. Wattana, the accomplished maker of knots, is the hero of this poignant book, which will enthrall
anyone curious about the lives of our primate cousins.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Medley:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Wattana:
An Orangutan in Paris? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Sandra Maes:

The book Wattana: An Orangutan in Paris can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Wattana: An Orangutan in Paris? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Wattana: An Orangutan in Paris has simple shape
but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Manuel Pina:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Wattana: An Orangutan in Paris, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Joel Peterson:

The book with title Wattana: An Orangutan in Paris has lot of information that you can study it. You can get
a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the
world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your
own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.
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