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Why is the number seven lucky--even holy--in almost every culture? Why do we speak of the four corners of
the earth? Why do cats have nine lives (except in Iran, where they have seven)? From literature to folklore to
private superstitions, numbers play a conspicuous role in our daily lives. But in this fascinating book,
Annemarie Schimmel shows that numbers have been filled with mystery and meaning since the earliest
times, and across every society.
In The Mystery of Numbers Annemarie Schimmel conducts an illuminating tour of the mysteries attributed to
numbers over the centuries. She begins with an informative and often surprising introduction to the origins of
number systems: pre-Roman Europeans, for example, may have had one based on twenty, not ten (as
suggested by the English word "score" and the French word for 80, quatrevingt --four times twenty), while
the Mayans had a system more sophisticated than our own. Schimmel also reveals how our fascination with
numbers has led to a rich cross-fertilization of mathematical knowledge: "Arabic" numerals, for instance,
were picked up by Europe from the Arabs, who had earlier adopted them from Indian sources ("Algorithm"
and "algebra" are corruptions of the Arabic author and title names of a mathematical text prized in medieval
Europe). But the heart of the book is an engrossing guide to the symbolism of numbers. Number symbolism,
she shows, has deep roots in Western culture, from the philosophy of the Pythagoreans and Platonists, to the
religious mysticism of the Cabala and the Islamic Brethren of Purity, to Kepler's belief that the laws of
planetary motion should be mathematically elegant, to the unlucky thirteen. After exploring the sources of
number symbolism, Schimmel examines individual numbers ranging from one to ten thousand, discussing
the meanings they have had for Judaic, Christian, and Islamic traditions, with examples from Indian,
Chinese, and Native American cultures as well. Two, for instance, has widely been seen as a number of
contradiction and polarity, a number of discord and antithesis. And six, according to ancient and neo-platonic
thinking, is the most perfect number because it is both the sum and the product of its parts (1+2+3=6 and
1x2x3=6). Using examples ranging from the Bible to the Mayans to Shakespeare, she shows how numbers
have been considered feminine and masculine, holy and evil, lucky and unlucky.
A highly respected scholar of Islamic culture, Annemarie Schimmel draws on her vast knowledge to paint a
rich, cross-cultural portrait of the many meanings of numbers. Engaging and accessible, her account
uncovers the roots of a phenomenon we all feel every Friday the thirteenth.
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From reader reviews:

Stacey Smith:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline The Mystery of
Numbers (Oxford Paperbacks) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this
era. The actual book untitled The Mystery of Numbers (Oxford Paperbacks)is one of several books that will
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan
in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a
lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Lonnie Hammer:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer might be The Mystery of Numbers (Oxford Paperbacks) why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Amanda Furr:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The Mystery of Numbers (Oxford Paperbacks) was
colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Mystery of Numbers (Oxford
Paperbacks) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make
you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and
try to like reading in which.

Sanjuana Day:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Mystery of Numbers (Oxford Paperbacks) can make you experience
more interested to read.
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