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The clear-cut distinction between texts (literature) and images (art) has been challenged by a culture
saturated with television and by an increased emphasis on interdisciplinary studies. From the viewpoint of
our present culture, the author suggests, we can now see how some of the great writers and artists of the past
overstepped the boundaries of the media in which they worked. The Mottled Screen studies as an example of
this process a great literary work that cannot be confined to language alone, even though it consists
exclusively of words: Proust's Remembrance of Things Past.

The author of Reading Rembrandt: Beyond the Word-Image Opposition, a widely acclaimed study of
Rembrandt's discursive, rhetorical, and narrative painting, now offers a symmetrical counterpart to that study
with this sustained "visual" reading of Proust's masterpiece, pointing out its visual strategies of
representation, fantasy, and poetic thought. She focuses on the narrative and descriptive passages, examining
how they make us "see," arguing that this visual writing is by no means a derivative writing that uses visual
imagery as an inspiration or model. Instead, it is the writing of a true vision.

Beginning with the attempts to emulate painting, the book develops a Proust à la Chardin, working around
Chardin's painting The Skate, but only after first reading Chardin through Proust. Viewing a Chardin with
anxieties and emulation, Proust writes in Chardin's mood when he sets up the mottled screen as the metaphor
of reading. Chardin's appeal to a wavering, roving eye is matched by Proust's uncertain perceptions, and the
nervous quality of The Skate is matched by the famous passages recording Proust's disgust at the debris of
the breakfast table.

The second part of the book is devoted to Proust's use of optical instruments—such as the magnifying glass,
the eyeglass, the telescope—to produce or enhance the visions that constitute the raw material of his poetic
imagination. These optical instruments guide the probing of the paradoxes of seeing close-up or at a distance,
the latter flattening out, the former blinding.

The final part reads the specifically "photographic" writing that permeates Remembrance as a highly original
and astonishing contemporary, almost postmodern, poetics. The photographic shows in the way Proust's
narrator frames what he sees, contrasts light and dark, zooms in and out, and represents "contact sheets" of
snapshots rapidly taken so as to capture the most fleeting sensations and visions.
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From reader reviews:

Colby McCray:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that
for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular The
Mottled Screen: Reading Proust Visually book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book
is more than just a book.

Yvonne Speight:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The Mottled
Screen: Reading Proust Visually your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just
before. The The Mottled Screen: Reading Proust Visually giving you one more experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Michael Gage:

The Mottled Screen: Reading Proust Visually can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Mottled Screen: Reading
Proust Visually but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Tom Harris:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The
Mottled Screen: Reading Proust Visually will give you new experience in studying a book.
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