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For many years, Francis Wilford-Smith led a parallel existence as an internationally respected cartoonist/
illustrator ('Smilby'), and also as one of the world's foremost collectors of blues records and an
acknowledged expert on blues piano. While both sides of his life are celebrated in this memoir, it focuses
mainly on the latter. First bitten by the bug in 1939, when his brother returned home from the USA with a
clutch of boogie-woogie records, Francis pursued a lifelong interest in the blues and over time amassed an
enviable collection of rare 78s. These would later form the backbone of his highly regarded BBC radio
broadcasts between 1970 and 1995, in which he examined various aspects of blues and gospel music. Fully
annotated scripts of all these programmes are included in this volume, along with dozens of label shots of the
records played. Motivated by a desire to preserve as much as possible of the music that he loved, Francis also
privately recorded several visiting blues pianists at his home, Trumpets Farm, in 1960 and 1961. Unfettered
by commercial or time constraints, his guests had free reign to play whatever they wished and produced
some truly unique and outstanding performances. The intriguing story behind these ground-breaking
recordings is likewise to be found within these pages. To accompany the book, vintage jazz and blues reissue
label Frog Records will release (also on 30 September) a special 27 track companion CD, 'Trumpets Farm
Blues' containing previously unissued material from these legendary sessions. (This will be available
separately).
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From reader reviews:

Gary Glover:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in writing, they
also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Blues for Francis: The Life &
Work of Francis Wilford-Smith.

Karen Imes:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the publication untitled Blues for Francis: The Life & Work of Francis Wilford-
Smith can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Enrique Myers:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Blues for Francis: The Life & Work of Francis
Wilford-Smith, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Ann Yoho:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Blues for Francis: The Life & Work of Francis Wilford-Smith can make you feel more



interested to read.
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