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Before OPEC took center stage, one state agency in Texas was widely believed to set oil prices for the world.
The Texas Railroad Commission (TRC) evolved from its founding in 1891 to a multi-divisional regulatory
commission that oversaw not only railroads but also a number of other industries central to the modern
American economy: petroleum production, natural gas utilities, and motor carriers (buses and trucks).

William R. Childs’s unprecedented study of the TRC from its founding until the mid-twentieth century
extends our knowledge of commission-style regulation. It focuses on the interplay between business and
regulators, between state and national regulatory commissions, and among the three branches of government
through a process of “pragmatic federalism.”

Drawing on extensive primary research, Childs demonstrates that the alleged power of regulatory
commissions has been more constrained than most observers have recognized. As he shows, the myth of
power was devised by the agency itself as part of building a civil religion of Texas oil. Together, the myth
and the civil religion enabled the TRC to convince Texas oil operators to follow production controls and thus
stabilized the American oil industry by the 1940s.

The result of this fascinating study is a more nuanced understanding of federalism and of regulation, the
forces shaping it, and its outcomes.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Lowe:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great and also important the book The Texas Railroad Commission:
Understanding Regulation in America to the Mid-twentieth Century (Kenneth E. Montague Series in Oil and
Business History). All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Nancy Sena:

Here thing why this kind of The Texas Railroad Commission: Understanding Regulation in America to the
Mid-twentieth Century (Kenneth E. Montague Series in Oil and Business History) are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content than it which
is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Texas Railroad Commission: Understanding Regulation in
America to the Mid-twentieth Century (Kenneth E. Montague Series in Oil and Business History) giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar
with The Texas Railroad Commission: Understanding Regulation in America to the Mid-twentieth Century
(Kenneth E. Montague Series in Oil and Business History). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up
your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Texas Railroad Commission:
Understanding Regulation in America to the Mid-twentieth Century (Kenneth E. Montague Series in Oil and
Business History) in e-book can be your alternate.

Derrick Tompkins:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Texas Railroad Commission: Understanding Regulation in America
to the Mid-twentieth Century (Kenneth E. Montague Series in Oil and Business History) book is readable by
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of The
Texas Railroad Commission: Understanding Regulation in America to the Mid-twentieth Century (Kenneth
E. Montague Series in Oil and Business History) content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do
you nevertheless thinking The Texas Railroad Commission: Understanding Regulation in America to the
Mid-twentieth Century (Kenneth E. Montague Series in Oil and Business History) is not loveable to be your
top checklist reading book?



Kimberly Johnson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Texas Railroad Commission: Understanding
Regulation in America to the Mid-twentieth Century (Kenneth E. Montague Series in Oil and Business
History) can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing
more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have The Texas Railroad
Commission: Understanding Regulation in America to the Mid-twentieth Century (Kenneth E. Montague
Series in Oil and Business History).
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