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On the first anniversary of his election to the papacy, Leo the Great stood before the assembly of bishops
convening in Rome and forcefully asserted his privileged position as the heir of Peter the Apostle. This
declaration marked the beginning of a powerful tradition: the Bishop of Rome would henceforth leverage the
cult of St. Peter, and the popular association of St. Peter with the city itself, to his advantage. In The
Invention of Peter, George E. Demacopoulos examines this Petrine discourse, revealing how the link
between the historic Peter and the Roman Church strengthened, shifted, and evolved during the papacies of
two of the most creative and dynamic popes of late antiquity, ultimately shaping medieval Christianity as we
now know it.

By emphasizing the ways in which this rhetoric of apostolic privilege was employed, extended, transformed,
or resisted between the reigns of Leo the Great and Gregory the Great, Demacopoulos offers an alternate
account of papal history that challenges the dominant narrative of an inevitable and unbroken rise in papal
power from late antiquity through the Middle Ages. He unpacks escalating claims to ecclesiastical authority,
demonstrating how this rhetoric, which almost always invokes a link to St. Peter, does not necessarily
represent actual power or prestige but instead reflects moments of papal anxiety and weakness. Through its
nuanced examination of an array of episcopal activity—diplomatic, pastoral, political, and
administrative—The Invention of Peter offers a new perspective on the emergence of papal authority and
illuminates the influence that Petrine discourse exerted on the survival and exceptional status of the Bishop
of Rome.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Castillo:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Invention of Peter: Apostolic Discourse and Papal Authority
in Late Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion).

Barbara Baker:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Invention of Peter: Apostolic Discourse and Papal
Authority in Late Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion). You can choose the best book if
you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book The Invention of Peter:
Apostolic Discourse and Papal Authority in Late Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion).
You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Flora Gordon:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read.
If you want to try look for book, may be the book untitled The Invention of Peter: Apostolic Discourse and
Papal Authority in Late Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) can be great book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.

Jennifer Valdovinos:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This reserve The Invention of Peter: Apostolic Discourse and Papal
Authority in Late Antiquity (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) was filled about science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when



they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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