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Sanskrit Debate: Vasubandhu’s ‘Vimsatika’ versus Kumarila’s ‘Niralambanavada’ illustrates the rules and
regulations of classical Indian debate literature (pramanasastra) by introducing new translations of two
Sanskrit texts composed in antithesis to each other’s tradition of thought and practice. In the third century
CE, Vasubandhu, a Buddhist philosopher-monk, proposed that the entire world of lived experience is a
matter of mind only through his Vimsatika (Twenty Verses). In the seventh century CE, Kumarila, a Hindu
philosopher-priest, composed Niralambanavada (Non-Sensory Limit Debate) to establish the objective
reality of objects by refuting Vasubandhu’s claim that objects experienced in waking life are not different
from objects experienced in dreams. Kumarila rigorously employs formal rules and regulations of Indian
logic and debate to demonstrate that Vasubandhu’s assertion is totally irrational and incoherent.
Vimsatika ranks among the world’s most misunderstood texts but Kumarila’s historic refutation allows
Vimsatika to be read in its own text-historical context. This compelling, radically revolutionary re-reading of
Vimsatika delineates a hermeneutic of humor indispensable to discerning its medicinal message. In
Vimsatika, Vasubandhu employs the form of professional Sanskrit logic and debate as a guise and a ruse to
ridicule the entire enterprise of Indian philosophy. Vasubandhu critiques all Indian theories of epistemology
and ontology and claims that both how we know and what we know are acts of the imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Charlene Stidham:

The book Sanskrit Debate: Vasubandhu's "Vimsatika versus Kumarila's "Niralambanavada (South Asian
Literature, Arts, and Culture Studies) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Sanskrit Debate: Vasubandhu's
"Vimsatika versus Kumarila's "Niralambanavada (South Asian Literature, Arts, and Culture Studies)? Some
of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Sanskrit Debate: Vasubandhu's "Vimsatika versus
Kumarila's "Niralambanavada (South Asian Literature, Arts, and Culture Studies) has simple shape however
you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Kenny Crowther:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take Sanskrit Debate: Vasubandhu's "Vimsatika versus Kumarila's
"Niralambanavada (South Asian Literature, Arts, and Culture Studies) as your daily resource information.

Jennifer Stephens:

The guide with title Sanskrit Debate: Vasubandhu's "Vimsatika versus Kumarila's "Niralambanavada (South
Asian Literature, Arts, and Culture Studies) contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get
a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the
e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Mary Cruz:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Sanskrit Debate: Vasubandhu's "Vimsatika versus Kumarila's "Niralambanavada (South Asian



Literature, Arts, and Culture Studies) will give you new experience in studying a book.
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