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Reversing Babel: Translation among the English during an Age of Conquests, c. 800 to c. 1200, starts with a
small puzzle: Why did the Normans translate English law, the law of the people they had conquered, from
Old English into Latin? Solving this puzzle meant asking questions about what medieval writers thought
about language and translation, what created the need and desire to translate, and how translators went about
the work. These are the questions Reversing Babel attempts to answer by providing evidence that comes
from the world in which not just Norman translators of law but any translators of any texts, regardless of
languages, did their translating.

Reversing Babel reaches back from 1066 to the translation work done in an earlier conquest—a handful of
important works translated in the ninth century in response to the alleged devastating effect of the Viking
invasions-and carries the analysis up to the wave of Anglo-French translations created in the late twelfth
century when England was a part of a large empire, ruled by a king from Anjou who held power not only in
western France from Normandy in the north to the Pyrenees in the south, but also in Ireland, Scotland, and
Wales. In this longer and wider view, the impact of political events on acts of translation is more easily
weighed against the impact of other factors such as geography, travel, trade, community, trends in learning,
ideas about language, and habits of translation. These factors colored the contact situations created in
England between speakers and readers of different languages during perhaps the most politically unstable
period in English history.

The variety of medieval translation among the English, and among those translators working in the greater
empires of Cnut, the Normans, and the Angevins, is remarkable. Reversing Babel does not try to describe all
of it; rather, it charts a course through the evidence and tries to answer the fundamental questions medieval
historians should ask when their sources are
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Rivera:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this Reversing Babel: Translation Among the English
During an Age of Conquests, C. 800 to C. 1200.

James McFarland:

Here thing why that Reversing Babel: Translation Among the English During an Age of Conquests, C. 800
to C. 1200 are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Reversing Babel: Translation
Among the English During an Age of Conquests, C. 800 to C. 1200 giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Reversing
Babel: Translation Among the English During an Age of Conquests, C. 800 to C. 1200. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which
is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Reversing Babel: Translation Among the English During an Age of Conquests, C. 800 to C. 1200 in e-book
can be your substitute.

Melinda McKinney:

The particular book Reversing Babel: Translation Among the English During an Age of Conquests, C. 800 to
C. 1200 will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is
very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Reversing Babel:
Translation Among the English During an Age of Conquests, C. 800 to C. 1200 is much recommended to
you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the
book.

Hattie Godfrey:

This Reversing Babel: Translation Among the English During an Age of Conquests, C. 800 to C. 1200 is
great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with
world and get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great
arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core



information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Reversing Babel: Translation Among the English
During an Age of Conquests, C. 800 to C. 1200 in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information
in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this
guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in
which?
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