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In the second half of the 16th century, Philip II of Spain set out to use the revenues of the richest state in the
world to create buildings worthy of his Habsburg inheritance and he chose a young and inexperienced
gentleman soldier, Juan de Herrera, to be his principle architect. The remarkable partnership between the
king and Herrera - courtier, intellectual and architect - lasted more than 30 years. The buildings they
produced, among them the Escorial, the Merchants' Exchange in Seville and the urban renewal of Madrid,
instilled new ideas that were to nourish Spain and European architecture for centuries to come. This
treatment of Herrera examines the roles of a great architect and patron in their creation of a new era of
Spanish architecture. Catherine Zerner begins with the events that led to Herrera's becoming an architect and
proceeds to reconstruct his architectural thought and practice in the Spanish context. Herrera's intellectual
outlook was closer to the sciences than to the fine arts and his ambition was to reconstitute architecture as an
art of building that embraced all kinds of structures in a new aesthetic that was independent of painting and
sculpture. His designs, unornamented to the point of plainess, were based upon the repetition of simple and
recognizable forms that could be adapted to virtually any building. In a series of chapters on the royal
palaces, the Escorial, religious architecture and civic projects, the author aims to show how and why
Herrera's plain style of uncompromising abstraction - the famous "estilo desornamentado" - became indelibly
associated with the ideology of Philip II's kingship and the values of Spanish Habsburg rule.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

The particular book Juan de Herrera: Architect to Philip II of Spain has a lot details on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes
some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this book.

Jon Gonzalez:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be learn. Juan de Herrera: Architect to Philip II of Spain can be your answer given it can be read by anyone
who have those short spare time problems.

James Wendler:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Juan de Herrera: Architect to
Philip II of Spain can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Martin Hanson:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
internal or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Juan de Herrera: Architect to Philip II of Spain can make you feel
more interested to read.
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