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This is the story of Chicago mayor William E. Dever and the emergence of the Chicago Democratic Machine
during the Prohibition years. Although his place in Chicago history has been obscured by more recent,
powerful politicians, Dever was known throughout the country in his own time as "the mayor who cleaned
up Chicago." Many admirers even spoke of this reformer as the next president of the United States.

Dever's rise in the political arena in 1923 was the climax of the movement to build a consolidated,
comprehensive political organization from the city's diverse ethnic factions and the remnants of the old
Progressive reform bloc. This unlikely coalition adopted as its goals a government free from corruption and
chose Dever to represent its interests. The political structure that later resulted from this movement became
known as the machine.

His accomplishments during his one term as mayor are many. He built great public works, took the public
schools out of politics, cut waste, and revitalized city government, all without a trace of scandal. He also
gained nationwide fame for strictly enforcing Prohibition laws - even while he himself opposed them - and
running the gangsters out of town.

Ironically, Dever's firm adherence to the law in his successful fight against corruption in Chicago also led to
his downfall. Even though his integrity continued to appeal to a wide range of groups, his unpopular stand
cost him the reelection. After his defeat, Dever was for the most part forgotten, but the machine he helped to
form continued to fain power and influence.

Written for the general reader as well as for the scholar, "The Mayor Who Cleaned Up Chicago" offers a
vivid portrayal of a notable man and politician and at the same time details the development and early years
of Machine politics during Prohibition-era Chicago.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Hawley:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Mayor Who Cleaned Up
Chicago: A Political Biography of William E. Dever is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Sarah Farmer:

The event that you get from The Mayor Who Cleaned Up Chicago: A Political Biography of William E.
Dever could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Mayor Who Cleaned Up
Chicago: A Political Biography of William E. Dever giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this specific The Mayor Who Cleaned Up Chicago: A Political Biography of
William E. Dever instantly.

Brandon Inouye:

This The Mayor Who Cleaned Up Chicago: A Political Biography of William E. Dever usually are reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Mayor Who
Cleaned Up Chicago: A Political Biography of William E. Dever can be one of many great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that might
be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere
and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Mayor Who Cleaned
Up Chicago: A Political Biography of William E. Dever giving you an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So ,
let's have it and enjoy reading.

Rick Fairchild:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students
and also native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. From the book The Mayor Who Cleaned Up Chicago: A Political Biography of William E.
Dever we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must



want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life at this time book The Mayor Who Cleaned Up Chicago: A Political Biography of William
E. Dever. You can more inviting than now.
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