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As much memento as memento mori, Kristen Eliason's Picture Dictionary resists easy summaries. This full-
color collection, straddling the lines of denotation and connotation, will force you to rethink the nature of
language, observation, beauty, and grief.
"At first glance, this astonishing book appears to be an ingenious account of a young American's year in
Japan, told through a 'picture dictionary" of anecdotes, usage notes and etiquette tips. But as this tale unfolds,
a second, shadow narrative begins rising to the surface: an unbearably abrupt and severe loss suffered in
another time and place. Suddenly the surface narrative, with its sour-sweet tastes, its new syllables, its nets of
oranges, pink shirts and pickled plums, feels alive with pain, pain pricking through the skin of this text in
nervy, exquisite relays. Eliason's Picture Dictionary is a ravishing book about the inability of the heart to die
with the dead, the sad burden of coming to know world in all its various and devastating beauty. - Joyelle
McSweeney
"'Most of this doesn't translate,' Kristen Eliason's clear-eyed elegy Picture Dictionary must finally concede:
not those beautifully impenetrable kanji characters, not the misfired conversations between the American girl
in flight and her Japanese hosts, and certainly not the grief that follows a lover's accidental death. This book
attempts to wrestle what cannot be translated into some kind of order - not to explain or to solve anything,
but to contain sorrow by giving it a comprehensible structure. As we proceed through the narrative
parcellated into minute components in Eliason's dictionary, we piece together a life - that is to say, we
remember, and that act of remembrance offers itself as a bulwark against the ineluctable solitude of human
experience." - Kimberly Johnson
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Hernandez:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Picture
Dictionary? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Donna Casey:

The book Picture Dictionary can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just
why must we leave a good thing like a book Picture Dictionary? Several of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other;
it is possible to share all of these. Book Picture Dictionary has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Cindy Moats:

The book untitled Picture Dictionary is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of
the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Picture Dictionary
from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Elmer August:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Picture Dictionary, you are able to enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its
mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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