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More Damning than Slaughter is the first broad study of desertion in the Confederate army. Incorporating
extensive archival research with a synthesis of other secondary material, Mark A. Weitz confronts a question
never fully addressed until now: did desertion hurt the Confederacy?
 
Coupled with problems such as speculation, food and clothing shortages, conscription, taxation, and a
pervasive focus on the protection of local interests, desertion started as a military problem and spilled over
into the civilian world. Fostered by a military culture that treated absenteeism leniently early in the war,
desertion steadily increased and by 1863 reached epidemic proportions. A Union policy that permitted
Confederate deserters to swear allegiance to the Union and then return home encouraged desertion. Equally
important in persuading men to desert was the direct appeal from loved ones on the home front—letters from
wives begging soldiers to come home for harvests, births, and other events.
 
By 1864 deserter bands infested some portion of every Confederate state. Preying on the civilian population,
many of these bands became irregular military units that frustrated virtually every effort to subdue them.
Ultimately, desertion not only depleted the Confederate army but also threatened “home” and undermined
civilian morale. By examining desertion, Weitz assesses how deteriorating southern civilian morale and
growing unwillingness to contribute goods and services to the war led to defeat.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Rodriguez:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book More Damning than Slaughter:
Desertion in the Confederate Army will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or suited book with you?

Peggy Mitchum:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This More Damning than
Slaughter: Desertion in the Confederate Army is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Marco Manuel:

More Damning than Slaughter: Desertion in the Confederate Army can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
More Damning than Slaughter: Desertion in the Confederate Army yet doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Angela Strange:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this More Damning than Slaughter: Desertion in the Confederate Army can make you
feel more interested to read.
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