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Humans, however much we would care to think otherwise, do not represent the fated pinnacle of ape
evolution. The diversity of life, from single-celled organisms to multicellular animals and plants, is the result
of a long, complex, and highly chancy history. But how profoundly has chance shaped life on earth? And
what, precisely, do we mean by chance? Bringing together biologists, philosophers of science, and historians
of science, Chance in Evolution is the first book to untangle the far-reaching effects of chance, contingency,
and randomness on the evolution of life.

The book begins by placing chance in historical context, starting with the ancients and moving through
Darwin and his contemporaries, documenting how the understanding of chance changed as Darwin’s theory
of evolution by natural selection developed into the modern synthesis, and how the acceptance of chance in
Darwinian theory affected theological resistance to it. Subsequent chapters detail the role of chance in
contemporary evolutionary theory—in particular, in connection with the concepts of genetic drift, mutation,
and parallel evolution—as well as recent empirical work in the experimental evolution of microbes and in
paleobiology. By engaging in collaboration across biology, history, philosophy, and theology, this book
offers a comprehensive and synthetic overview both of the history of chance in evolution and of our current
best understanding of the impact of chance on life on earth.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Dudley:

This book untitled Chance in Evolution to be one of several books which best seller in this year, this is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Lori Hunt:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Chance in Evolution, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Pablo Cook:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Chance in Evolution can be the reply, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Kenneth Connolly:

You may get this Chance in Evolution by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can
to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various.
Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like
now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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