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The civil rights movement was arguably the most successful social movement in American history. In a
provocative new assessment of its success, David Chappell argues that the story of civil rights is not a story
of the ultimate triumph of liberal ideas after decades of gradual progress. Rather, it is a story of the power of
religious tradition.
Chappell reconsiders the intellectual roots of civil rights reform, showing how northern liberals' faith in the
power of human reason to overcome prejudice was at odds with the movement's goal of immediate change.
Even when liberals sincerely wanted change, they recognized that they could not necessarily inspire others to
unite and fight for it. But the prophetic tradition of the Old Testament--sometimes translated into secular
language--drove African American activists to unprecedented solidarity and self-sacrifice. Martin Luther
King Jr., Fannie Lou Hamer, James Lawson, Modjeska Simkins, and other black leaders believed, as the
Hebrew prophets believed, that they had to stand apart from society and instigate dramatic changes to force
an unwilling world to abandon its sinful ways. Their impassioned campaign to stamp out "the sin of
segregation" brought the vitality of a religious revival to their cause. Meanwhile, segregationists found little
support within their white southern religious denominations. Although segregationists outvoted and
outgunned black integrationists, the segregationists lost, Chappell concludes, largely because they did not
have a religious commitment to their cause.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Nicholson:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question
due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of A Stone of Hope: Prophetic
Religion and the Death of Jim Crow to read.

Sheldon Downs:

The book untitled A Stone of Hope: Prophetic Religion and the Death of Jim Crow is the book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of A Stone of Hope: Prophetic Religion and the Death of Jim Crow
from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Louise O\'Neill:

The book untitled A Stone of Hope: Prophetic Religion and the Death of Jim Crow contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored
by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this
book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and
order it. Have a nice study.

Scott Hicks:

Beside this kind of A Stone of Hope: Prophetic Religion and the Death of Jim Crow in your phone, it can
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge
you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have A Stone of Hope: Prophetic Religion and the Death of Jim
Crow because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you
rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss it? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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