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Cultural property and its stewardship have long been concerns of museums, archaeologists, art historians,
and nations, but recently the legal and political consequences of collecting antiquities have also attracted
broad media attention. This has been the result, in part, of several high-profile trials, as well as demands by
various governments for the return of antiquities to their countries of origin.

These circumstances call out for public discussion that moves beyond the rather clear-cut moral response to
looting, to consider the implications of buying, selling, and exhibiting antiquities. To whom should they
belong? What constitutes legal ownership of antiquities? What laws govern their importation into the United
States, for instance? What circumstances, if any, demand the return of those antiquities to their countries of
origin? Is there a consensus among archaeologists and museum directors about these issues?
 
These and other pertinent issues are addressed in the essays and responses collected in this volume.
Delivered at a 2007 symposium by eminent museum directors and curators, legal scholars, archaeologists,
and historians and practitioners of art and architecture, these papers comprise a rich and nuanced reference
work.       
 
“Robin Rhodes' new volume presents a rich collection of essays with multiple perspectives on ethical
questions surrounding the ownership of cultural property and the acquisition of antiquities. Directors of large
and small museums, lawyers specialized in U.S. and international law, art historians, curators, and field
archaeologists address these topics from their own points of view. The result is as rewarding as it is timely.”
—Mary Sturgeon, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
 
". . . One simple unseemly truth: collecting antiquities promotes the destruction of world heritage. I was
fascinated by these chapters, and Rhodes has done archaeology a service in publishing this book. The elegant
arguments of the archaeologists deserve a wide readership, particularly among Americancollectors. Until
they understand what devastation they unwittingly promote, we can only weep for our stolen history."
—Jack Davis, Director, American School of Classical Studies at Athens
 
". . . A welcome addition to an ever burgeoning bibliography on the ethics and legal issues in the antiquities
trade. There are many essays here that are up-to-date and easily accessible to any interested reader, because
they are largely written in the conversational style with which they were delivered. Many viewpoints are
expressed and several essays show how the ground is shifting as museums re-write policies to take into
account new legal realities, especially internationally, while archaeologists, anthropologists, art historians,
and legal professionals show an increasingly more sophisticated understanding of the many dimensions of
illicit excavation and the acquisition of illicit property." —James C. Wright, Bryn Mawr College
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From reader reviews:

Brad Hawkes:

This book untitled The Acquisition and Exhibition of Classical Antiquities: Professional, Legal, and Ethical
Perspectives to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or
you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read
this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past
this reserve from your list.

Donald Shelby:

The particular book The Acquisition and Exhibition of Classical Antiquities: Professional, Legal, and Ethical
Perspectives has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this
book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Thomas Carlson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The Acquisition and Exhibition
of Classical Antiquities: Professional, Legal, and Ethical Perspectives that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the
method for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can
pick The Acquisition and Exhibition of Classical Antiquities: Professional, Legal, and Ethical Perspectives
become your current starter.

Carl Vincent:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Acquisition and Exhibition of Classical Antiquities: Professional, Legal, and Ethical
Perspectives can make you really feel more interested to read.
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