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In the first comprehensive treatment of Classic Maya patron deity veneration, Joanne P. Baron demonstrates
the central importance of patron deity cults in political relationships between both rulers and their subjects
and among different Maya kingdoms. Weaving together evidence from inscriptions, images, and artifacts,
Patron Gods and Patron Lords provides new insights into how the Classic Maya polity was organized and
maintained.
 
Using semiotic theory, Baron draws on three bodies of evidence: ethnographies and manuscripts from
Postclassic, Colonial, and modern Maya communities that connect patron saints to pre-Columbian patron
gods; hieroglyphic texts from the Classic period that discuss patron deity veneration; and excavations
from four patron deity temples at the site of La Corona, Guatemala. She shows how the Classic Maya used
patron deity effigies, temples, and acts of devotion to negotiate group membership, social entitlements, and
obligations between individuals and communities. She also explores the wider role of these processes in
politics, arguing that rituals and discourses related to patron deities ultimately formulated Maya rulership as
a locally oriented institution, which limited the ability of powerful kingdoms to create wider religious
communities.
 
Applying a new theoretical approach for the archaeological study of ideology and power dynamics, Patron
Gods and Patron Lords reveals an overlooked aspect of the belief system of Maya communities.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Smith:

The book Patron Gods and Patron Lords: The Semiotics of Classic Maya Community Cults gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you
can make reading through a book Patron Gods and Patron Lords: The Semiotics of Classic Maya Community
Cults being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a guide
Patron Gods and Patron Lords: The Semiotics of Classic Maya Community Cults. Kinds of book are several.
It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

David Saenz:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books
but if you want truly feel happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual
Patron Gods and Patron Lords: The Semiotics of Classic Maya Community Cults is kind of publication
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Joel Padilla:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Patron Gods and Patron Lords:
The Semiotics of Classic Maya Community Cults that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick Patron Gods and Patron Lords:
The Semiotics of Classic Maya Community Cults become your personal starter.

Rebbecca Farley:

You can get this Patron Gods and Patron Lords: The Semiotics of Classic Maya Community Cults by visit
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties
for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade.



Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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