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In the "stifling heat of equatorial Newark," a terrifying epidemic is raging, threatening the children of the
New Jersey city with maiming, paralysis, lifelong disability, and even death. This is the startling theme of
Philip Roth’s wrenching new book: a wartime polio epidemic in the summer of 1944 and the effect it has on
a closely knit, family-oriented Newark community and its children.
At the center of Nemesis is a vigorous, dutiful twenty-three-year-old playground director, Bucky Cantor, a
javelin thrower and weightlifter, who is devoted to his charges and disappointed with himself because his
weak eyes have excluded him from serving in the war alongside his contemporaries. Focusing on Cantor’s
dilemmas as polio begins to ravage his playground—and on the everyday realities he faces—Roth leads us
through every inch of emotion such a pestilence can breed: the fear, the panic, the anger, the bewilderment,
the suffering, and the pain.
Moving between the smoldering, malodorous streets of besieged Newark and Indian Hill, a pristine
children’s summer camp high in the Poconos—whose "mountain air was purified of all
contaminants"—Roth depicts a decent, energetic man with the best intentions struggling in his own private
war against the epidemic. Roth is tenderly exact at every point about Cantor’s passage into personal disaster,
and no less exact about the condition of childhood.
Through this story runs the dark questions that haunt all four of Roth’s late short novels, Everyman,
Indignation, The Humbling, and now Nemesis: What kind of accidental choices fatally shape a life? How
does the individual withstand the onslaught of circumstance?
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From reader reviews:

Luther Ritenour:

This book untitled Nemesis to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when
you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or
you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read
this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past
this reserve from your list.

Dona Henry:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Nemesis, you could enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Bruce Davis:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Nemesis is simple to create you can
read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual
book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

David Thompson:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Nemesis to make your personal
reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try
to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and looking at
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the reserve
Nemesis can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of this time.
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