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Evocative, funny and full of life, this is a beautifully observed childhood memoir of growing up in colonial
Hong Kong in the 1950s.

As an inquisitive seven-year-old, Martin Booth found himself with the whole of Hong Kong at his feet when
his father was posted there in the early 1950s. Unrestricted by parental control, he had free access to hidden
corners of the colony normally closed to a Gweilo, a “pale fellow” like him. Befriending rickshaw coolies
and local stallholders, he learned Cantonese, sampled delicacies such as boiled water beetles and one-
hundred-year-old eggs, and participated in colourful festivals. He even entered the forbidden Kowloon
Walled City, wandered into the secret lair of the Triads and visited an opium den. Along the way he
encountered a colourful array of people, from the plink plonk man with his dancing monkey to Nagasaki Jim,
a drunken child molester, and the Queen of Kowloon, the crazed tramp who may have been a member of the
Romanov family.

Shadowed by the unhappiness of his warring parents, a broad-minded mother who, like her son, was keen to
embrace all things Chinese, and a bigoted father who was enraged by his family’s interest in “going native,”
Martin Booth’s compelling memoir is a journey into Chinese culture and an extinct colonial way of life that
glows with infectious curiosity and humour.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Brunswick:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Gweilo: Memories of a Hong Kong Childhood book is readable by you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Gweilo:
Memories of a Hong Kong Childhood content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to
thinking Gweilo: Memories of a Hong Kong Childhood is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Sarah Creamer:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It
can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read will be Gweilo:
Memories of a Hong Kong Childhood.

Charlotte Cooper:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Gweilo: Memories of a Hong Kong
Childhood is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Linda Soto:

Beside this specific Gweilo: Memories of a Hong Kong Childhood in your phone, it could possibly give you
a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Gweilo: Memories of a Hong Kong Childhood because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and
also read it from now!
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