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In the summer of 1865, when a Confederate warship sailed into the port of Melbourne, 42 Australian
men secretly enlisted to fight for the South in the American Civil War—this is their story

When the notorious raider Shenandoah—scourge of the Yankee merchant fleet—dropped anchor, the
fledgling colony of Victoria was taken by surprise, and the Confederates had no way of knowing whether
they would be hailed as heroes or hanged as pirates. To the rebels’ surprise, Melbourne took them to its
heart. Victorians came in their thousands to visit the ship, and its officers were feted as celebrities.
Meanwhile, in defiance of the law against foreign warships recruiting in a neutral port, 42 men were
smuggled aboard in dead of night and, once at sea, signed up to join the Confederate Navy. For
Australia—not yet a nation—1865 was a watershed year in an age of gold rushes, bushrangers, disputes
between rival colonies, and fears of foreign invasion. For war-torn America, it was the turning point in the
deadliest conflict in the nation’s history. After the defeat at Gettysburg, the tide had turned against the
Confederacy but the South was determined to fight on, and, in the war at sea, the Shenandoah was the last
best hope. The Shenandoah's mission was to damage the North’s economy by attacking its commercial fleet,
and, under the command of Captain James Waddell, the raider went on to wipe out almost the entire New
England whaling fleet. On learning that Robert E. Lee had surrendered, Waddell refused to believe the cause
was lost. The Shenandoah continued harrying the Yankee fleet and fired the last shot of the war after
capturing, burning, and ransoming 38 Union ships and taking more than 1,000 prisoners. On accepting at last
that the war had ended, the Confederates sailed around the world to England and surrendered to the neutral
British. Some 120 Australians are known to have fought in the American Civil War, on both sides. Of the 42
men who signed on in Melbourne as petty officers, seamen, and marines, some returned home, others
dropped out of sight and one died aboard ship—the last man to die in the service of the Confederacy. This is
their story.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hodges:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one
is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Australian Confederates as the daily resource information.

Cornell Neal:

Typically the book Australian Confederates will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some
sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn,
this book very appropriate to you. The book Australian Confederates is much recommended to you you just
read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Robin Curtin:

Precisely why? Because this Australian Confederates is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to
it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Jeffrey Primo:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update of news.
With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Australian Confederates when you essential it?
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