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For the Yaka of Southwestern Zaire, infertility is a tear in the fabric of life, and the Khita fertility ritual is a
trusted way of reweaving the damaged strands. In Weaving the Threads of Life Rene Devisch offers an
extended analysis of the Khita cult, which leads to an original account of the workings of ritual healing.

Drawing on many years among urban and rural Yaka, Devisch analyzes their understanding of existence as a
fabric of firmly but delicately interwoven threads of nature, body, and society. The fertility healing ritual
calls forth forces, feelings, and meanings that allow women to rejoin themselves to the complex pattern of
social and cosmic life. These elaborate rites—whether simulating mortal agony and rebirth, gestation and
delivery, or flowering and decay; using music and dance, steambath or massage, dream messages or
scarification—are not based on symbols of traditional beliefs. Rather, Devisch shows, the rites themselves
generate forces and meaning, creating and shaping the cosmic, physical, and social world of their
participants.

In contrast to current theoretical methods such as postmodern or symbolical interpretation, Devisch's
praxiological approach is unique in also using phenomenological insights into the intent and results of
anthropological fieldwork. This innovative work will have ramifications beyond African studies, reaching
into the anthropology of medicine and the body, comparative religious history, and women's studies.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Davis:

Here thing why that Weaving the Threads of Life: The Khita Gyn-Eco-Logical Healing Cult among the Yaka
are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Weaving the Threads of Life: The Khita
Gyn-Eco-Logical Healing Cult among the Yaka giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Weaving the Threads of Life: The Khita
Gyn-Eco-Logical Healing Cult among the Yaka. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes
about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Weaving the Threads of Life: The Khita Gyn-
Eco-Logical Healing Cult among the Yaka in e-book can be your substitute.

Ivory Hughes:

The feeling that you get from Weaving the Threads of Life: The Khita Gyn-Eco-Logical Healing Cult among
the Yaka may be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Weaving the Threads
of Life: The Khita Gyn-Eco-Logical Healing Cult among the Yaka giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this
because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having that Weaving the Threads of Life: The Khita Gyn-Eco-Logical
Healing Cult among the Yaka instantly.

Dennis Ross:

You can spend your free time to see this book this book. This Weaving the Threads of Life: The Khita Gyn-
Eco-Logical Healing Cult among the Yaka is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Ronald Malone:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Weaving the Threads of Life: The Khita Gyn-
Eco-Logical Healing Cult among the Yaka was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book Weaving the Threads of Life: The Khita Gyn-Eco-Logical Healing Cult among the Yaka has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can



make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading which.
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