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According to legend, the Virgin appeared one Christmas Eve to an artless young man standing in one of
Constantinople's most famous Marian shrines. She offered him a scroll of papyrus with the injunction that he
swallow it, and following the Virgin's command, he did so. Immediately his voice turned sweet and gentle as
he spontaneously intoned his hymn "The Virgin today gives birth." So was born the career of Romanos the
Melodist (ca. 485-560), one of the greatest liturgical poets of Byzantium, author of at least sixty long hymns,
or kontakia, that were chanted during the night vigils preceding major feasts and festivals.

In The Virgin in Song, Thomas Arentzen explores the characterization of Mary in these kontakia and the
ways in which the kontakia echoed the cult of the Virgin. He focuses on three key moments in her story as
marked in the liturgical calendar: her encounter with Gabriel in the Annunciation, her child's birth at
Christmas, and the death of her son during Good Friday. Consistently, Arentzen contends, Romanos counters
expectations by shifting emphasis away from Christ himself to focus on Mary—as the subject of the erotic
gaze, as a breastfeeding figure of abundance and fertility, and finally as an authoritatively vocal woman who
conveys the secrets of her son and the joys of the resurrection.

Through his hymns, Romanos inspired an affective relationship between Mary and his audience, bringing the
human and the holy into dialogue. By plumbing her emotional depths, the poet traces her process of
understanding as she apprehends the mysteries that she embodies. By giving her a powerful voice, he grants
subjectivity to a maiden who becomes a mediator. Romanos shaped a figure, Arentzen argues, who related
intimately with her flock in a formative period of Christian orthodoxy.
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From reader reviews:

Lorraine Briggs:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important normally. The book The Virgin in Song: Mary and the Poetry of Romanos the
Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) has been making you to know about other know-
how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book The
Virgin in Song: Mary and the Poetry of Romanos the Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored.
You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book The
Virgin in Song: Mary and the Poetry of Romanos the Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient
Religion). You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Thomas Rasmussen:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Virgin in Song: Mary and the Poetry
of Romanos the Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Kristy Lange:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the entire day to reading a guide. The book The Virgin in Song: Mary and the Poetry of Romanos the
Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people
who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space
to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through
your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Carlee Smith:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon. The The Virgin



in Song: Mary and the Poetry of Romanos the Melodist (Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion)
provide you with new experience in reading through a book.
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