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The poet is the sayer, the namer, and represents beauty. He is a sovereign, and stands on the centre.?Ralph
Waldo Emerson, from "The Poet"

"[The poet] is a seer.... he is individual... he is complete in himself.... the others are as good as he, only he
sees it and they do not. He is not one of the chorus. "?Walt Whitman, from the preface to Leaves of Grass

Poetry has always given rise to interpretation, judgment, and controversy. Indeed, the history of poetry
criticism is as rich and varied a journey as the history of poetry itself. But classic writings such as Emerson's
essay "The Poet" and Whitman's preface to Leaves of Grass serve as more than a critical "call and response":
the works are striking examples of how the finest poets themselves have written on poetics and the works of
their peers and predecessors?revealing, in the process, much about the theory and passion behind their own
works.

Spanning thousands of years and including thirty-three of the most influential critical essays ever written,
Classic Writings on Poetry is the first major anthology of criticism devoted exclusively to poetry. Beginning
with a survey of the history of poetics and providing an introduction and brief biography for each reading,
esteemed poet and critic William Harmon takes readers from Plato's Republic and Aristotle's Poetics to the
Norse mythology of Snorri Sturluson's Skáldskaparmál. John Dryden's An Essay of Dramatic Poesy and
Shelley's A Defence of Poetry are included, as is an excerpt from Elizabeth Barrett Browning's verse novel
Aurora Leigh, arriving, finally, at the modernist sensibility of "Poetic Reality and Critical Unreality," by
Laura (Riding) Jackson. For anyone interested in the art and artifice of poetry, Classic Writings on Poetry is
a journey well worth taking.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Simpson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Classic Writings on Poetry, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Jennifer Bedard:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Classic Writings on
Poetry that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It
can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick
Classic Writings on Poetry become your personal starter.

Michele Brown:

This Classic Writings on Poetry is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for
you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
facts accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences
but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Classic Writings on Poetry in your
hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer
you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Ellen Scherer:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By book Classic Writings on Poetry we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To
become creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Classic Writings on Poetry. You can more inviting
than now.
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