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Sixteen of classical music's greatest choral compositions are discussed at length in Choral Masterworks from
Bach to Britten: Reflections of a Conductor. Pieces such as Bach's Mass in B Minor and St. Matthew's
Passion, Schubert's Mass in G, Stravinsky's Symphony of Psalms, Verdi's Requiem, Mendelssohn's Elijah,
and Britten's War Requiem are examined and analyzed in an effort to help performers, students, and listeners
more fully understand and appreciate these significant works. Choral professor and conductor Robert J.
Summer has combined his personal observations with shared ideas from some of the greatest choral
conductors of our time, including Robert Shaw, Sir David Willcocks, Donald Neuen, Julius Herford, and
Robert Page. His experiences with some of these conductors, such as his collaboration with Robert Shaw on
the recording of Mahler's 8th Symphony, are captured in detail, paying homage to the conductor, the
composer, and the work. Each chapter focuses on an individual work and presents musical analysis,
structure, textual symbolism, and identification of traits that endear the work to performers and listeners.
Summer comments on the function and relationship of solos, recitatives, and choruses, offering suggestions
and considerations for preparing the works for performance. The textual organization of many works is
included in appendixes, and the book concludes with a bibliography and a selected discography. Choral
Masterworks from Bach to Britten is appropriate both as a textbook for choral literature classes and as a
listening guide for the general music lover.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Beaudry:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
and soon. The Choral Masterworks from Bach to Britten: Reflections of a Conductor provide you with new
experience in examining a book.

Thersa Davenport:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Choral Masterworks from Bach to Britten: Reflections of a Conductor this reserve
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Georgia Evans:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Choral Masterworks from Bach to Britten:
Reflections of a Conductor can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have
Choral Masterworks from Bach to Britten: Reflections of a Conductor.

James Voyles:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or
real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Choral Masterworks from Bach to Britten: Reflections of a Conductor can make



you feel more interested to read.
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