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What does it mean to be human? To be human is, in part, to be physically sexed and culturally gendered. Yet
not all bodies are clearly male or female. Bodies in Doubt traces the changing definitions, perceptions, and
medical management of intersex (atypical sex development) in America from the colonial period to the
present day.

From the beginning, intersex bodies have been marked as "other," as monstrous, sinister, threatening,
inferior, and unfortunate. Some nineteenth-century doctors viewed their intersex patients with disrespect and
suspicion. Later, doctors showed more empathy for their patients' plights and tried to make correct decisions
regarding their care. Yet definitions of "correct" in matters of intersex were entangled with shifting ideas and
tensions about what was natural and normal, indeed about what constituted personhood or humanity.

Reis has examined hundreds of cases of "hermaphroditism" and intersex found in medical and popular
literature and argues that medical practice cannot be understood outside of the broader cultural context in
which it is embedded. As the history of responses to intersex bodies has shown, doctors are influenced by
social concerns about marriage and heterosexuality. Bodies in Doubt considers how Americans have
interpreted and handled ambiguous bodies, how the criteria and the authority for judging bodies changed,
how both the binary gender ideal and the anxiety over uncertainty persisted, and how the process for defining
the very norms of sex and gender evolved.

Bodies in Doubt breaks new ground in examining the historical roots of modern attitudes about intersex in
the United States and will interest scholars and researchers in disability studies, social history, gender
studies, and the history of medicine.
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From reader reviews:

Ivan Caputo:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Bodies in
Doubt: An American History of Intersex? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Mary Rohe:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Bodies in Doubt: An American
History of Intersex will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Bruce Healy:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Bodies in Doubt: An American History of Intersex your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get prior to. The Bodies in Doubt: An American History of Intersex giving you yet another
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in this
era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you
are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Myra McKenzie:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book Bodies
in Doubt: An American History of Intersex we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people?
To be creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life with that book Bodies in Doubt: An American History of Intersex. You
can more appealing than now.
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